
 

 

Department of Forensic Sciences 

Science Advisory Board Meeting Minutes 

September 25, 2024 

 

DFS welcomed the opportunity to resume the SAB Meeting, which was facilitated 

by our Interim Director, Dr. Francisco J. Diaz, providing an overview of DFS and 

expressing the goal of DFS to become the premier laboratory in the United States. 

The first order of business was the election of a Chairperson for the Science 

Advisory Board (SAB or Board), followed by Introductions. 

The Board selected Ms. Laura Sudkamp as chairperson.  

Introductions of new SAB Members present: 

Dr. Roger Kahn - Former Forensic Director, Harris County, Texas, Institute of 

Forensic Sciences 

Ms. Claudine Pereira - Crime Lab Director, Broward Sherrif’s Office, Fort 

Lauderdale, Florida 

Ms. Nicole Roehm - Administrator, Division of Forensic Sciences, Wisconsin 

Department of Justice (Virtual) 

Dr. Jeri Ropero-Miller - Senior Director, RTI International for Forensics, Former 

President, American Academy of Forensic Sciences (AAFS) 

 

Ms. Laura Sudkamp - Former Director, Kentucky State Police Forensic 

Laboratory (Chairperson) 

Program Updates included: 

Quality Assurance – ensures compliance with all components, maintains proficiency 

testing plan, documents controls and oversees  quality assurance.   

Public Health Laboratory – ensures compliance testing with collaborative agencies 

(DC Health, DC Homeland Security, FBI, Area Hospitals/Clinics) and works with 

Government Agencies to develop/formulate policy changes/support.  Testing 



 

includes COVID, Flu, RSV, Measles and Mumps.  PHL consists of six (6) units in 

addition, there is a a mobile unit not currently in use.  These units include Clinical 

Toxicology, BioWatch, Bioterrorism, Immunology & Virology, Microbiology, and 

Molecular Diagnostics. 

Forensic Sciences Laboratory – consists of a collaboration of units (Forensic 

Biology Unit - FBU, Forensic Chemistry Unit - FCU, Latent Fingerprint Unit - LPU, 

Forensic Intelligence Unit – FIU, and Casework Administrative Group – CAG).  

FBU exhibits a decrease in backlog for casework and CODIS. 

Crime Scene Sciences – consists of a fully operational 24-hr Team within three 

(Crime Scene Services, Central Evidence, and Forensic Garage) units to provide 

consistent, high quality investigative support, evidence collection, and forensic 

processing.  Partnership and Collaborations include coordination with local/federal 

agencies, community engagement, improving public cooperation, and reducing 

crime. 

Additional Attendees: 

Dr. Francisco J. Diaz – OCME/Interim 

DFS Director 

Jennifer L. Porter - OVSJG 

Hillary Hoffman – DFS/General 

Counsel 

Amanda Kenner – OGC Attorney 

Quiyana Hall – DFS/Human Resources 

Director 

 

Tom Fontenot – DFS/Chief 

Information Officer 

Jameel Harris – DFS/Communications 

Dr. Jennifer Love – DFS/Chief Science 

Officer 

Angela Rountree—DFS/LFU Manager 

Christina Hopkinson – DFS/Deputy 

Forensic Science Lab Director 

Eric Smith – DFS/Special Assistant - 

Operations 

Christina Strain – DFS/Quality Andria Barbee – DFS/Special Assistant 

- HR 

Dr. Jocelyn Hauser – DFS/PHL 

Director 

Marissa Shuford – DFS/Training 

Specialist 

Alecia Wheeler Moore – DFS/CSS 

Director 

Marsha Cox—DFS/FCU Manager 

Erin Price – DFS/CSS Deputy Director Lokesh Adhikari – DFS/Quality 

Grant Greenwalt – DFS/CSS 

Supervisor 

 



 

 

The SAB will convene the next meeting on Tuesday, November 19, 2024.  The 

meeting adjourned at 11:39am. 

 

 


